STUDIES   IN   A  DYING   CULTURE
md parents and child in family relationships. A king's
love for his people, a disciple's love for his teacher,
m animal's love for its yoiHig and its master, have
ill been included in the one category in spite of obvious
differences. It is no accident that all the great religions
which have moved men's minds have spoken so much
of love. Religions always drew their value and their
power from their symboLsation of unconscious social
relations, and, since social relations are mediated by
love, it is always about love that religion is essentially
talking when it utters fantasies about God, salvation,
Heaven, Hell and grace.   The mystics* claim God is
love, and the hymn of St. Paul to love, are accurate
statements of the valuable common content of all
religions which in the past have been social forces.
The Trinity, the cherubims, the Holy Souls m Purga-
tory, and die Communion of the Saints do not exist,
and it did not really matter to men whether they
existed, for in the past men have been content with
Yahweh and Sheol, Buddha and Nirvana, Baal and
Gilgamesh. What does matter to men is the emotional
element in social relations, which these myths sym-
bolise, and which makes man in each generation what
he is. This emotion is not separate from but springs
out of the economic basis of these relations, which
thus determine religion.  Man's quality in each age is
determined by his emotional and technological rela-
tions, and these are not separate but part of die one
social process.
The Freudian position is diat all emotional relations
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